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Structure
Level 4:

Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Language
Level 4:
Level 5

Level 6:

Level 7:

Conrad starts by describing Mrs Verloc's face so that the reader can understand her feelings, which prepares us for
what happens next.

Conrad hints that Mrs Verloc is going to stab her husband when he says ‘when she had passed on towards the sofa
the carving knife had vanished without the slightest sound from the side of the dish’.

Conrad creates tension by showing us how Mrs Verloc i feeling (‘the bargain was at an end... She had become
cunning’) and that this is not revealed by her voice. He describes the fact that Mr Verloc is looking at the ceiling,
ironically thinking his wife has forgiven him. The description switches from one character to the other as Mrs
Verloc moves towards her oblivious husband and we wonder if he will escape in time.

The passage rises to a climax as Conrad describes the missing knife and Mr Verloc catching sight of the shadow of
his wife on the ceiling. The tension rises as he describes Verloc's slow thought process and plans to evade the
knife, by repeating a phrase which conveys the gradual movements of his wife as she comes closer and closer to
Kill him: ‘They were leisurely enough.... Finally the climax comes when the movements of Mrs Veerloc are not
“leisurely enough’ for him to escape and he is stabbed. A short, emphatic sentence tells us ‘the knife was already
planted in his breast’

The key words used to describe Mrs Verloc are ‘clear-sighted’, ‘cunning’ and ‘free’.

We are given an impression of Mr Verloc by the words ‘marital authority’ and ‘brutality’, which suggests he takes
control in the relationship with his wife.

Conrad's language creates pace by using a number of short sentences to quicken the pace of the passage, for
example: "He was lying on his back and staring upwards. He saw partly on the ceiling a clenched hand holding a
carving knife. It lickered up and down. Its movements were leisurely.’

In addition to short sentences for impact (see answer to Level 6 question), Conrad narrates from each character’s
perspective so that their thoughts and feelings are conveyed, which helps to create the irony of the scene, where
Mr Verloc thinks that he is in control of his wife. The approaching murder is conveyed through description of what
Mr Verloc sees and his last-minute thought process as he plans an escape.
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Reading 3 — The Secret Agent
Select and Retrieve

Level 4:  Mrs Verloc's name is Winnie.

Level 5:  Mrs Verloc looks like her dead brother Stevie during this passage.

Level 6: A detail that suggests that Mr Verloc is lazy is that he is lying on the sofa staring at the ceiling.
Level 7:  The expression on Mrs Verloc’s face suggests she has changed.

Infer and Deduce

Level 4:  Mrs Verloc hates her husband.

Level 5:  Mr Verloc thinks she loves him and that they will be able to make things up.

Level 6: We are told that Mr Verloc wanted ‘no more trouble’ and in this passage he does not appear to think of Stevie in
any other way, so we can assume that he did not care about him at all.

Level 7:  Mrs Verloc has been an obedient and submissive wife to her husband and he expected her to be like that. His
attitude to her is commanding - we are told that the tone he uses when he says ‘Come here’ might be considered
brutal, but for Mrs Verloc it is the tone he has always used for ‘wooing’.




image6.png
Commas

Martin Luther King was American. He was a civil rights activist.

That means he spoke up for people’s rights. He was a leader.

He was born in 1929 and lived in Atlanta

Black people in America were not free because they were discriminated against

Because some schools and colleges refused to accept black students, King protested against this.

King was a Baptist preacher who was a very skilful speaker.

When a woman called Rosa Parks was arrested for sitting in a whites-only seat on a bus, King protested against this by

leading a boycott of the buses.

8. He led amarch on Washington in 1963 where he made a powerful and impressive speech. He spoke in favour of a non-
violent response to attacks by racists.

9. Hesaid that he had a dream. His dream was of a society in which people of different races could live in harmony
together as equals. He ended the speech by quoting from an old song: ‘Free at last, free at last, thank God almighty I'm
free at last.’

10. He was assassinated in 1968 and although he had achieved real victories, the struggle for equality continues.
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Structure
Level 4:
Level

Level 6:

Level

The poem has four sections.

The first section describes the pleasure dome; the next the area around the ‘deep romantic chasm’ and the river
running down to the sea. The third section begins with the line ‘The shadow of the dome of pleasure” where the
rhythm changes. The final section describes Coleridge’s vision of the Abyssinian maid's song and his wish to be
able to recapture what he saw in his imagination.

There are contrasts between the gardens surrounding the pleasure dome and the ‘deep romantic chasm’ which is
described as a ‘savage place’. Coleridge draws a contrast between the ‘sunny pleasure-dome’ and its ‘caves of ice”
There is a contrast at the end in the phrase ‘holy dread’, which describes the way that other people listen to the
poet with a mixture of reverence and fear.

The poem rises to a climax by using a long sentence which starts ‘Could | revive within me.. and delays its full
meaning until we reach the lines: ‘I would build that dome of air / That sunny dome! Those caves of ice!’ which
shows Coleridge’s passionate desire to recreate the vision he has had. Exclamation marks and repetition in these
and the next lines convey his depth of feeling.
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Reading 4 - ‘Kubla Khan’
Select and Retrieve

Level 4:
Level 5
Level 6:
Level 7

Kubla khan built the pleasure dome.
He built it in Xanadu

Alph is the name of the river.

She sang of Mount Abora.

Infer and Deduce

Level 4:

Level 5:

Level 6:
Level 7:

It contains feelings of awe and delight at the splendour of the pleasure dome. It also contains feelings of
uncertainty and dread expressed by the people Coleridge imagines at the end of the poem.

Coleridge finds it interesting that the sounds of the fountain and of the sea from the caverns can be heard in the
pleasure dome, and that the shadow of the pleasure dome can’ be seen on the sea.

Coleridge suggests that poets are visionary and can see more than other people, and that others are wary of them.
From his description of the poet with ‘flashing eyes and floating hair’ Coleridge suggests that the imagination has a
powerful effect which transports him beyond the ordinary world. The last lines suggest that imagination provides
us with a magical, spiritual experience: ‘For he on honey-dew hath fed / and drunk the milk of Paradise.”
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Language
Level 4:
Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Any apt selection of three descriptive lines.

Coleridge’s language is used to make us feel there is something dark, powerful and mysterious when he describes
the area around the chasm and the fountain. Words such as ‘savage’, ‘enchanted, and ‘ceaseless turmoil
seething’ create this effect, as does the reference to the woman ‘wailing for her demon-lover’. Language towards
the end of the poem also creates emotional effects when Coleridge inverts the sentence to create a sense of
longing: ‘Could I .." (meaning, ‘If | only could...). The phrase ‘deep delight’ suggests how much it would mean to
him.

Coleridge varies the rhythm within the poem. The poem starts with four beats to the line and then moves to five
to describe the gardens, fountain and river, creating a slower pace, before returning to the four-beat line when he
writes: ‘The shadow of the dome of pleasure..

Coleridge uses a lot of sound effects within the poem, such as the alliteration in the repeated phrase ‘measureless
to man’ and ‘five miles meandering with a mazy motion’. Assonance and alliteration are used with personification
to make the fountain and the earth seem alive: '... with ceaseless turmoil seething / As if this earth in fast quick
pants were breathing.’ Coleridge also uses effective metaphors to suggest the way that poetic vision sets the poet
apart: ‘For he of honey-dew hath fed / And drunk the milk of Paradise.’ The imagery suggests that the poet has
experienced something heavenly.

Overall Effect

Level 4:
Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Any apt personal response.

Coleridge s trying to tell us about the things he has heard or imagined and make us feel that there is something
magical and awe-inspiring about them

Coleridge believes that poetry is important because it takes us beyond this world and allows other people to share
in the poet's vision.

Coleridge believes that the imagination can recreate magical worlds and experiences for the poet and for other
people; if he could have remembered the detail of the vision, he could have written down and shared with others
the thines he saw in his imagination and made the ‘sunny dome’ and ‘caves of ice’ real.
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Spelling 1 - Words from Other Languages
a) apartheid
d) ketchup

a) alcohol

¢) bungalow
b) barbecue
d) boomerang
a) sauna

¢) biscuit

a) democracy
10. d) geyser
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Vocabulary 7

To diveinis to plunge.

Someone who is powerful is potent.

To stand out is to be prominent

Official lies are prevarications.

To go over something again is to revise.
Arebel is a renegade

Areply is a riposte.

To keep things or people apart is to segregate them.
To hide something away is to secreteit.
To pretend is to simulate.

Another word for comfort is solace.
Something worth watching is  spectacle.
something that is very good is spectacular.
Another word for sneezing is sternutation
To be severe or strict is to be stringent.
Something of lesser status is substandard.
Something that is awe-inspiring is sublime.
If you can see through it, it s transparent.
To cut something short is to truncate it.
Another word for an uproar s a tumult.

A person who can do lots of different things s versatile.
A picture that is very lifelike is vivid.

To give up is to yield.
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Overall Effect

Level 4:
Level

Level 6:

Level 7

Any appropriate personal response.

Conrad wants the reader to feel the tension as Mr Verloc lies on the sofa, totally unaware of what is about to
happen.

This passage is dramatic in the way that it presents the contrast between the characters and the irony of the
situation where Mr Verloc s oblivious to the danger he s in. The sight of the shadowy figure with the knife on the
ceiling is a very dramatic way for Conrad to portray Mr Verloc's sudden awareness of the situation. The ‘plunging
blow’ of the knife, and the energy Mrs Verloc gives it, is also very dramatic.

Students will have their own ideas about what will happen next. These should be grounded in ideas suggested by
the text itself and may relate to the description of Mrs Verloc as becoming ‘cunning’ and seeing herself suddenly as
a ‘free woman.’




