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Overall Effect
Level 4 Any apt personal response.

Level 5:  Dickens wants his readers to feel sorry for the children and think that Gradgrind is wrong
Level 6:  Dickens' message is that there is more to life than facts.

Level 7:  Any sensible response. Readers might expect that Gradgrind will be proved wrong in his attitudes to facts.
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Structure
Level

Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7:

Language

Level 4:

Level 5

Level 6:

Level 7:

Dickens begins with Gradgrind's speech because listening to what characters say is often the best way to get to
know them.

Dickens does not mention Gradgrind’s name at first because he wants us to make our own judgement of the
character before he gives his name.

The second chapter starts where it does to introduce us to Gradgrind in a different way, as though he is
introducing himself to us directly, and is showing us proudly what he stands for.

We can tell this is the start of a book because Dickens spends quite a long time presenting the character of
Gradgrind to us.

Dickens uses so much repetition in the passage because he wants to make the point that Gradgrind's views are
unchanging and repetitive — grinding the children down.

Dickens describes Gradgrind’s personality through his appearance. His voice is described as ‘inflexible, dry and
dictatorial’ and this sums up his character too.

Some suggested examples of Dickens’ powerful language from the passage: The school room is described as a
“plain, bare, monotonous vault’ and the three adjectives convey a sense of how dull and uninspiring the room is.
He describes the children as ‘lttle vessels’ ready to have ‘imperial gallons of facts poured into them’, which makes
the children sound like so many empty jars that simply have to be filled up with facts. ‘Murdering The Innocents' is
the title of Chapter 2. It is a powerful way to describe the kind of education Gradgrind believes in and which
Dickens condermns.

Dickens uses a great deal of repetition when presenting his character’s ideas, which helps to convey the way in
which the children have facts drummed into them. An effective metaphor, which describes the children as ‘little
Vessels' ready to have ‘imperial gallons of facts poured into ther', makes the children sound like so many empty
Jars that simply have to be filled up with facts. Other metaphors and similes are used to make Gradgrind sound
either unappealing or ridiculous, for example: ‘his bald head, a plantation of firs to keep the wind from its shining
surface, all covered with knobs, like the crust of a plum pie, s if the head had scarcely warehouse-room for the
hard facts stored inside’. The name Gradgrind, with its alliteration and onomatopoeic effects, suggests the grim,
erinding-down effect of Gradgrind’s dull, unimaginative approach to learning.
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Sentence Openings
There are very many different ways to begin sentences and you will have found your own ways to combine and vary the
sentences in the passage. A suggested answer follows:

Pele knew he was a great footballer from an early age. Born in Brazil, Pele played for his country. When he was only 17, he
played very well at the 1958 World Cup Finals, showing amazing ball control. Strong and imaginative as well as possessing
speed and stamina, he could foresee situations and could predict what his opponents would do. In the World Cup-winning
team that year, he scored twice in the final. When he played again in 1962, he was even better. However, he only played in
the early matches because he was injured. Although he was due to play for Brazilin 1966, he was injured again so he did not
make an impact in the tournament. As a result, he had to watch his team fail to win the cup. In a 1970 comeback, he played
in one of the greatest football teams ever — the Brazil team that won the Cup. Scoring a goal in the final, he retired from the
Brazil team after that. Afterwards, he played some games in America. In addition, he played with George Best, whom he
thought was the greatest footballer ever. However, Pele was the greatest really, scoring over 1,000 goals.
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Overall Effect

Level4:  Any appropriate personal response.

Level 5:  Eliot wants us to feel positively towards this place, and to be as fond of it as the narrator seems to be

Level 6:  This is going to be a story about country people / about a family who lives by the river.

Level 7:  Eliot uses the narrative voice to manipulate our emotions, so that we interpret the scene as the narrator does,
because we see it through her eyes. She also uses the narrative voice to give an overview of the whole area,
narrowing in from a wide perspective into one particular spot, and she uses the narrator to give us a sense of time;
the events we will hear about in the story have already taken place.
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Structure
Level 4

Level 5:
Level 6:

Level 7:

Language
Level 4:

Level 5

Level 6:

Level 7:

You tell this is the start of the book because it begins by setting the scene and then turns to the conversation
between Mr and Mrs Tulliver.

Eliot starts the book like this because the setting will be important to the story.

This section creates the expectation that this story will be about the people who live at the mill on the River Floss
and that the conversation mentioned at the end of the passage will start the action of the story.

Eliot writes most of her description in the present tense as if the narrator is actually in the scene, leaning on the
stone bridge to look at the mill, which makes the passage more immediate. The final paragraph shows us that this
has in fact been a daydream, and that the narrator’s arms are really on the arms of a chair. The place she is
thinking about exists in her memory and the people she refers to are part of the past: ‘l was going to tell you what
Mr and Mrs Tulliver were talking about..”

Plenty of choice. Suggested selection: ‘On this mighty tide the black ships ~laden with the fresh-scented fir-planks,
with rounded sacks of oil-bearing seed, or with the dark glitter of coal ~are borne along to the town of St Ogg's,
which shows its aged, fluted red roofs and the broad gables of its wharves between the low wooded hill and the
river brink, tingeing the water with a soft purple hue under the transient glance of this February sun.’

Eliot describes the place with lots of colours (e.g. ‘golden bee ricks’, ‘red-brown sails’) and lots of references to
sights and sounds (e.g. ‘the rush of the water and the booming of the mill).

Eliot creates a mood through her selection of vocabulary, especially through adjectives: she says the house is
‘pleasant’, ‘trimly-kept and comfortable’ and the river is ‘lively’. Every detail is described in a positive way, such as
the tired horses coming home with the waggoner. These positive descriptions make the scene sound appealing
even though Eliot s describing a cold, grey February day.

Eliot uses personification to describe the river, which she says is like ‘a living companion’.. someone who is ‘deaf
and loving', 50 she projects her own feelings for this place onto the river itself. In the simile ‘They are like a curtain
of sound, she conveys the way in which the sound of the water through the mill cuts the listener off from other
sounds, and she uses onomatopoeia — ‘rush’ and ‘booming’ — to suggest the noise of the water itself. The use of
colour and detail (the sights and sounds of the place) make it vividly realised.
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Reading 2 — The Mill on the Floss
Select and Retrieve

Level 4:
Level 5:
Level 6

Level 7:

St Oge's

Dorlcote Mill

The narrator seems to be leaning on a bridge near the mill, but in fact she is actually miles away, sitting in an
armchair, dreaming of the past.

This passage evokes a peaceful, almost dreamy mood, and it is also very nostalgic, as the narrator recalls the place
she has known for so long.

Infer and Deduce

Level 4:

Level 5:

Level 6:
Level 7:

We can tell that the narrator knows the place well because of the way she describes it in such detail and the way
she repeats ‘I remember those large dipping willows... | remember the stone bridge.”.

She is very attached to this place. You can tell this from the positive comments she makes about the scene as she
recalls it: ‘How lovely the little river is...". She remembers it all very clearly, and her descriptions make it sound
idylic.

The story will be about Mr and Mrs Tulliver and the little girl who is watching the mill.

The narrator mentions the young girl with the dog to make her stand out against the rest of the scene she
describes. This suggests the girl will be important in the story.
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Connectives

Many of these connectives belong in a number of categories, depending on how they are used in the piece of writing. For
the purpose of this exercise, they have been put in the category in which they are most commonly used.

_Aiternative Cohesion Logic Discrimination Exploration
interpretation

Looking atitin this | Doubtlessly, .. Undeniably... The most important | However, ..

way... reasons are...

Contradictorily... Bearing this in mind... | 1t must be... Whereas... Evenif...

On the other hand... | .., so... In order to be On the face of t. Although..

consistent

it could be... - but Consequently, .. Whilst... Not only... but also...

People may disagree... | Moreover, .. Subsequently.. However...

Someone who thought | Also... Ifyou think.., then | Nevertheless, .

differently might say..

you must also...

‘Another meaning Justas... Unquestionably...
could be that...
The usual opinion is Thus..
Alternatively.. Logic dictates that...
Adifferent way of Indisputably..
looking at this.
Some people may Unarguably...
think...
in conclusion..

You must concede
that...
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Structure and sequence Qualification Sensitivity Development
Asaresult... Most people would agree.. | Perhaps... If...
Finally, .. Likewise... Possibly...
The usual opinion is.. It seems to me that.. it may be...
To sum up.. Not many people would This could mean.. Equally...
deny...
In addition... This suggest:
o begin with.. Itis often said that..
Secondly, .. in the same way.
Firstly,

‘All this adds up to...
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Vocabulary 1

To have 2 lot of something i to have an abundance.
To speed up s to accelerate

To collect things s to accumulate.

Something that s real s actual.

To speak n favour of something s o approve it

You might alay someone’s fears.

A poetic technique that involves using words beginning with the same letter is allteration.
Another word for height s alitude.

1f something s not clear or could mean two different things, It is ambiguous,
Another word for frendly is amiable.

Another word for old s ancient.

To look forward to something s to anticpate i

Another word for clothing i apparel.

IF something i not natural, it s artficil

To hope s to aspire.

o convince someone s to assure them

If something i easily got, it is accessile.

1f something s fiavourless, it i bland,

Adisease might be called a biight

The study of plants is botany.

Adefensive earthwork s a bulwark.

Aword for an organised society i a civlsation.

Noble, knightly behaviour was called chivary.

To celebrate the memory of something i to commemorate i

Asociety is a community.

To talk down on someone is to condescend to them.

To be friendly i to be convivial

Ahorn ful of flowers and food is a corucopia

o do something secetly s to do it clandestinely

A shade of blue is cerulean/eyan/comflower.
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Reading 1 — Hard Times
Select and Retrieve

Level 4:
Level 5:

Level 6:

Level 7

Gradgrind likes the kind of teaching that involves nothing but facts.

“His very neckcloth, trained to take him by the throat with an unaccommodating grasp, like a stubborn fact’ is a
simile from the passage.

The following metaphor describes Thomas Gradgrind: ‘the speaker’s square wall of a forehead, which had his
eyebrows for its base, while his eyes found commodious cellarage in two dark caves, overshadowed by the wall’
His forehead is compared to a wall, with his eyes like two dark caves set into it. Because he is compared to a solid
object, it makes him sound cold and hard-looking, with no sense of human personality.

The key phrase that describes Gradgrind is ‘A man of facts and calculations’, because this sums up his attitude and
focus throughout the passage.

Infer and Deduce

Level 4
Level 5

Level 6:

Level 7+

Life at this school would be very dull. You would be expected to learn lots of facts, and nothing else.

Gradgrind is a man who thinks he knows best. He insists that facts are the only important things in life, and he
repeats his views on this many times. His whole appearance is forceful and stubborn.

Dickens thinks Gradgrind is wrong. We can tell this because he mocks Gradgrind, particularly in the description,
where he makes him seem foolish.

Dickens wrote this passage to criticise a particular way of thinking about the world and the education of children.




