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Dates for the Diary

Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 17th May

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

Leadership Message - Online Safety

Half Term
Monday 27th - Friday 31st May 2024

Parent Forum Meeting
Monday 10th June 2024 - 4pm-5pm

S.Peake
Senior Student Development Leader & Designated Safeguarding Lead

Year 9 AP2 Assessments
Monday 24th - Friday 28th June 2024

Sports Presentation Event
Wednesday 3rd July 2024 - 4pm-5.15pm

Work Celebration Event
Thursday 4th July 2024 - 4pm-6pm

Safeguarding children has become harder for parents and guardians in more recent years, especially when looking at their 
online activity and digital footprint. As a school, we strive to create a safeguarding culture where every child can feel safe and 
supported and, we want our students to be equipped with a skillset that will enable them to safeguard themselves online. 
Students express they feel safe in our school and we need to ensure they also feel safe online. 

As a school we use filtering and monitoring systems to ensure that students access to online content in school is filtered 
and monitored, and that inappropriate content is blocked. We know that parents are not always aware of their child's online 
activity and therefore we are pleased to share a free 30-day trial parental control and digital wellbeing app, created by 
Qustodio. This allows parents to monitor their child's devices and the content they are accessing, as well as monitoring their 
child's digital wellbeing. After the free trial, protection of a chosen device will remain; however, additional features are only 
available with a subscription. To access the Qustodio app please visit: www.qustodio.com

If you have any concerns regarding online safety, or any safeguarding concerns, please visit the 
Contact Us page via the Basildon Lower Academy website and select the option for Safeguarding.

Safeguarding Skill Builder 

This week, students will be accessing a Safeguarding Skill Builder session around online safety, which includes a range of 
topics such as their digital footprint, online gaming and Sextortion. Sextortion has become prevalent in national news in 
recent weeks and this is something we feel that, as parents, it is important that you understand the concerns. Sextortion, 
otherwise known as Financial Motivated Sexual Extortion, is a form online blackmail that both adults and children are at 
risk of. Victims are be forced to pay (money, gift cards, vouchers etc.) after the offender threatens to share explicit images or 
semi- explicit images of the victim. Part of this week's skill builder will help students to identify behaviours online that may 
be a concern, or putting them at risk and, how to get support for this. 

Free Parental Control and Digital Wellbeing App 

We are also excited to share an opportunity for parents and families to be part of a 
free online workshop to educate around the online risks and how to best support your 
child's online activity. To take part in the free NSPCC Online Safety Workshop please visit: 
Free Online Safety Virtual Workshop | NSPCC

https://www.qustodio.com/en/30-days-school-special/?utm_source=internal&utm_medium=OSHub&utm_campaign=ukschool-uk
https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/free-online-safety-group-workshops


Home Learning
If  you have any queries regarding home learning, including 
access issues or, to celebrate the work your child has 
completed at home, please visit the Contact Us page via 
the Basildon Lower Academy website and select the option 
for Home Learning/Homework.

Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/safeguarding

If students are worried about their health, would like 
a confidential chat or would just like to find out more 
about how our school nurse can help them, the nurse 
can be found:

Every Tuesday & 
Thursday Breaktime
Location:
The Wellbeing Centre

School Nurse Drop In

Free Online Counselling Service
www.kooth.com is a free, confidential, safe and 
anonymous way for young people, aged 11-26, to ask 
for help from a team of highly qualified and experienced 
counsellors and support workers.

Kooth is a well-established, award winning online 
counselling agency and is accredited by The British 
Association of Psychotherapy and Counselling (BACP). Aspire - Believe - Achieve

Eco Committee Launches Plastic Clever Initiative to Reduce Waste
Our Lower Academy Eco Committee students are taking significant 
steps towards reducing plastic waste by participating in the national 
Plastic Clever Schools programme. This initiative aims to help the 
school become Plastic Clever, with a strong focus on waste reduction.

A key aspect of the programme is to minimise the amount of plastic 
and litter on school grounds. To lead this effort, the Lower Academy 
is forming a Plastic Clever Crew, which will collaborate with the Eco 
Committee to drive the initiative forward.

The school will engage students, staff, parents, and carers in 
discussions about reducing plastic use. We look forward to sharing 
updates and progress with the community as they work towards a 
more sustainable future.

“It is important to preserve wildlife in the oceans. Recycling allows us to create better plastic we can use all the time and not 
single use.” Alfie.B – Year 9

For more information about the Plastic Clever Schools programme please visit: https://plasticcleverschools.co.uk/

“Recycling plastic helps the environment.” Keila.E – Year 9

https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.escb.co.uk/
https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/safeguarding
http://www.kooth.com
https://plasticcleverschools.co.uk/


Absence Procedures
To report a student absence please visit the Contact Us page via the Basildon Lower Academy 
website and select the option for Attendance.

• Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
• If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
• Parents/carers must provide medical evidence to support all absences due to illness or medical 

appointments.
• Wherever possible parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours but if this 

is unavoidable students should attend school before and after the appointment.
• If no appropriate medical evidence is provided then the Academies cannot authorise an absence. (ie. medical 

appointment card, prescription, doctor’s letter.)

For further information and guidance regarding attendance and absence please visit our website:
www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/attendance

https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/attendance
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Let’s Talk Money

Follow The Basildon Lower Academy on our social media channels

TA's are deployed according to the needs of the children and TA's are encouraged 
to use their own interests and strengths. Support in the classroom is effective 
and pupils spoke about this very positively, “they help explain things better”, 
another pupil articulated, “I feel confident in the classroom, TA's help me to get 
through school”.

https://twitter.com/Basildon_LA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonLowerAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_lower_academy/


Follow The Basildon Lower Academy on our social media channels



where will the clubs be run?

what do the clubs provide?

how do i book onto a club?

Book onto a half term activity club
with Essex Activate!

Children and young people are invited to book onto fun-filled 
half term holiday clubs and enjoy free activities run by locally trusted club organisations

across Essex, brought to you by Active Essex on behalf of Essex County Council!

Clubs offer different engaging activities such as sports and games, crafts, colouring, dance, baking and
more! They also provide nutritious meals and snacks, as well as food education, helping to engage young
people and support parents during the half term holidays. Specialist SEND, mental wellbeing and youth

clubs will also be available to book onto, offering further support for children.

Essex ActivAte offer free, club spaces to primary and secondary school aged children who are
eligible or receive pupil premium, benefit based free school meals or income-related benefits, also
children who may be vulnerable to inactivity or social isolation. Clubs may offer discretionary paid

places and paid for places, so there is something for everyone at an Essex ActivAte club!

is my child eligible?

Clubs will run in Braintree, Basildon, Brentwood, Castle Point, Chelmsford, Colchester, Epping,
Harlow, Maldon, Rochford, Tendring and Uttlesford! Due to half term programmes being solely
funded by Essex County Council, unfortunately there will not be any clubs running in Thurrock.

You will not receive or book on with your HolidayActivities voucher code for half term holiday
clubs. To book onto a local club, head over to the Essex ActivAte website, find the area that

you live in and book on with the link, email or contact number provided by the club
organisation directly.

Find out more about May half term holiday clubs and book on here.

https://www.activeessex.org/children-young-people/essex-activate/

