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Dates for the Diary

Student Value of the Term

House Points - Week Ending 22nd December

Leadership Message

Veganuary
January 2024

First Day of Spring Term
Monday 8th January 2024

Year 9 AP1 Assessments
Monday 22nd - Friday 26th January 2024

World Religion Day
Sunday 21st January 2024

Holocaust Memorial Day
Saturday 27th January 2024

I hope you all have had an enjoyable and restful Christmas break. Before the 
holidays, we hosted our annual Christmas Fayre; it was wonderful to see so 
many parents attend to partake in the games and activities organised by our 
students to raise money for charity. The Basildon Lower Academy's choir also 
put on a performance of Christmas songs to add to the festive atmosphere; 
well done to all involved. 

All students at the Lower Academy also received a gift of a book of their 
choice prior to the break. Each student chose their favourite genre and 
were presented with their book in the final week. It was fantastic to see so 
many students excited and passionate about reading and we hope you have 
enjoyed your text. 

Kindness is Everything, one of our six student values, will be the focal point for 
half term 3. Students will be invited to assemblies and will complete a range 
of activities focused around kindness and inclusion as we promote positive 
interactions and building healthy relationships. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy New Year.

E.Cahill
Deputy Headteacher



Winter Wonderland Christmas Fayre
On Tuesday 19th December, the Lower Academy hosted its annual Christmas Fayre community event. The sports hall was 
transformed into a Winter Wonderland with Christmas themed stalls which offered fun games to play, items for sale made 
by students during Enrichment time and a fundraising raffle. 

A big thank you to our amazing School Choir who performed a selection of well-known Christmas songs, and to all students 
and staff who worked hard to make the event a huge success. 

We would also like to thank parents, carers and families for joining with us and helping to raise a fabulous £874 for Save the 
Children.  

“Performing in the choir was an exhilarating experience. Members of the choir I sang with were nice and fun.” 
Teddy.P - Year 7

“We had a blast. All the stalls were really busy. Lots of guests were also getting cookies and hotdogs (which I really 
recommend). I really enjoyed myself and the singing was perfect, it couldn’t have been any better, therefore; I had the best 
time ever.” Bernice.O - Year 7

“I thought the fayre was really fun. I loved all of the stalls and the choir.” Lois.H - Year 7 



Reading for pleasure at Christmas
During the last week of term, each Lower Academy student was gifted a book in their chosen genre.

Poetry Drop Down Day Winners
Congratulations to Safreen.S, Kamile.P and Zoya.S, who were the 
winners of our Poetry Drop Down Day, having written a range of funny 
and inspiring poems. 

Our students wrote some fantastic poems on this day and have 
been working with Mr Ricks to create a Basildon Academies Poetry 
Anthology to be published later in the year. 

Pictured to the right is Kamile with her prize winning poem and book 
reward. 



Home Learning
If  you have any queries regarding home learning, 
including access issues or, to celebrate the work your child 
has completed at home, please visit the Contact Us page 
via the Basildon Lower Academy website and select the 
option for Home Learning/Homework.

Safeguarding our students is at the forefront of everything 
we do. Parents and carers can access information via the 
following link www.escb.co.uk which offers guidance and 
signposts to resources on various safeguarding issues. 
Please contact our safeguarding officers if you have any 
concerns about your own child or another student at the 
Academies.

Safeguarding

www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/safeguarding

If students are worried about their health, would like 
a confidential chat or would just like to find out more 
about how our school nurse can help them, the nurse 
can be found:

Every Tuesday 
Breaktime
Location:
The Wellbeing Centre

Student Nurse Drop In
Free Online Counselling Service
www.kooth.com is a free, confidential, safe and anonymous 
way for young people, aged 11-26, to ask for help from a 
team of highly qualified and experienced counsellors and 
support workers.

Kooth is a well-established, award winning online 
counselling agency and is accredited by The British 
Association of Psychotherapy and Counselling (BACP). 

Aspire - Believe - Achieve

Follow The Basildon Lower Academy on our social media channels

https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://twitter.com/Basildon_LA
https://www.facebook.com/BasildonLowerAcademy
https://www.instagram.com/the_basildon_lower_academy/


Absence Procedures
To report a student absence please visit the Contact Us page via the Basildon Lower Academy 
website and select the option for Attendance.

• Parents/carers must contact the school by 8.30am each day their child is absent.
• If no reason has been received for a child’s absence, the Academy will initiate first day calling.
• Parents/carers must provide medical evidence to support all absences due to illness or medical 

appointments.
• Wherever possible parents/carers should make appointments outside of school hours but if this 

is unavoidable students should attend school before and after the appointment.
• If no appropriate medical evidence is provided then the Academies cannot authorise an absence. (ie. medical 

appointment card, prescription, doctor’s letter.)

For further information and guidance regarding attendance and absence please visit our website:
www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/attendance

Follow The Basildon Lower Academy on our social media channels

https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.basildonloweracademy.org.uk/attendance



